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Dear Mayor, Supervisors, City Attorney and Ethics Commission

As a resident of the Inner Sunset, I am writing to ask you to make changes to San Francisco Business and Tax Regulation, Article 15A.   The current legislation is being used to propose an Inner Sunset Green Benefit District.

The petition process is almost Third World, in that the proponents send out the petition, count the votes, and have no time limit.  The person in charge of setting up such Green Benefit Districts from Department of Public Works has no oversight, votes are not audited, and the entire process is open to manipulation, as demonstrated in the establishment of the Dogpatch district.

The weighted vote where my vote could be less than the person’s vote next door just does not sit right.  If my neighbor has a bigger lot and is assessed a higher value, his or her vote is weighted, and worth more than my vote, or vice versa.  The petition only requires 30% of weighted votes to pass.  That means the proponents can go to the biggest property owners in the area, and gerrymander the district to include such owners, the petition has a higher probability of passing.  How is that democratic?  

As it is, 30% is a low bar to pass, the organizers in this proposed district drew and re-drew the lines to the Inner Sunset district several times, and went as far as completely removing 4 blocks from the district, saying that there is “no support”.  Applying that logic, all those who do not “support” should be exempt from this additional tax.   

Property owners should not be railroaded into paying more for basic city services, and dubious and vague enhancements.   The proposed services benefit primarily the commercial corridor (9th/Irving).  While I support local businesses, I don’t understand why residential properties need to be assessed to subsidize the cost of doing business. 

You cannot claim to be a democratic city when you allow this sham to continue.  It’s 2018, and weighted voting is from the 1700’s.  It’s time to change.



