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Dear Mayor, Supervisors, City Attorney and Ethics Commission

As a resident of the Inner Sunset, I am writing to ask you to make changes to San Francisco Business and Tax Regulation, Article 15A.   The current legislation is being used to propose an Inner Sunset Green Benefit District.  The origins of Business Districts are from California’s Property and Business Improvement District Law of 1994.

The original legislation reads:
(a) Businesses located and operating within business districts in some of this state’s communities are economically disadvantaged, are underutilized, and are unable to attract customers due to inadequate facilities, services, and activities in the business districts.”

The San Francisco legislation was expanded to cover residential properties.  

As an individual property owner, living in the Inner Sunset, I chose to live here because it is a safe neighborhood compared to other areas in the city.  I have access to Golden Gate Park, and my neighbors are civic minded.  There is ample public transit, and public services like schools and a library.  

The proponents of the Inner Sunset Green Benefit District want to collect assessments but do not have any concrete plans.  The only specific item is steam cleaning the sidewalks in the commercial district.  This should be the responsibility of the business owner.  If I own a business, and want to present a clean image to potential customers, I would clean my sidewalk everyday.   I don’t see why a residential property owner should be paying additional taxes to subsidize business owners in the neighborhood.  

The proponents argue that having the district would enhance the property values.  On the contrary, I think it would damage my property’s value.  A potential buyer could look at the additional tax on my property and decide to buy somewhere else.

The weighted voting, the gerrymandering, the lack of transparency, it all seems very un-democratic.  It is now 2018, and we are still using weighted voting no different from the 1700’s?  Come on San Francisco Supervisors, you can do better. 


